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Lincoln complex of a Welsh Prime Minister. Fortunately for the country Mr. Baldwin emerged victorious. Assisted by the "Red Letter" majority his position was assured. Mr. Winston Churchill was offered and accepted the Chancellorship of the Exchequer, while Lord Birkenhead was sent to the India Office. Five years of steady-going Conservative administration emerged from a period of chaos by means of Asquithian diplomacy.
As a result of all these intrigues and adventures it should have been clear, that although Mr. Baldwin was doomed to fail as a constructive statesman, he had done the country an invaluable momentary service by coming back into power. During those years he was the one statesman who could do no harm to the nation, although he no longer possessed the power for doing good. To criticise him for failing in statesmanship when he was occupied with party politics is perhaps as unfair as to criticise a man's game of chess on his dexterity at draughts. Compelled as Mr. Baldwin was to play the lesser game, he played it skilfully. It was not until the black days of industrial unrest approached that he found himself face to face with any demand for statesmanship.
It said much for Mr. Baldwin personally that he sensed the shallowness of his power before the events of 1926 arrived. He repeatedly asserted that it had not been a party but a national victory over the forces of evil Here might have been the opportunity for a student of politics to have detected a national Government in name approaching. As a Conservative leader Mr, Baldwin's position had. been compromised. Despite the large Conservative majority in the House of Commons, the Socialists had polled five-eighths of their total number of votes, and not even the greatest trick and "ramp" in modern politics had curbed the belief of a large public in what Labour considered to be its legitimate claims. To those claims Mr. Baldwin was forced to show respect. A man who had sacrificed his own faith to satisfy democracy, had always to be inferioiiy